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tackled the futuristic problem of space junk 
and redundant communication and other 
satellites threatening human life in 2037.

Ranford PS

THE Ranford PS Rockets (pictured) won the 
final of the AFG Numero Challenge. Held 
over six weeks and involving more than 400 
students from 37 schools in Perth, Esperance 
and Geraldton, the mental numeracy card 
game helps develop students’ self confidence, 
numeracy skills and social skills.

 

A Rangeway PS team came second, another 
Ranford PS team came third and Mt Tarcoola 
PS took fourth prize.

Shenton College

YEAR 10 student Samantha Chomyc is 
the 2009 winner of the Roy Grace English 
Scholarship. The scholarship is endowed by 
the late Mrs. ‘Topsy’ Grace as a memorial to 
her late husband Roy W.S. Grace who served 
from 1923 to 1969 as a classroom teacher, 
headmaster, teachers’ college lecturer and 
Department superintendent. 

Awarded for high quality creative writing,  
the scholarship provides $4000 for continuing 
studies in English and/or English Literature 
in Years 11 and 12 in a public school. There 
were 15 applicants from seven schools for 
the 2009 scholarship, which was awarded by 
a panel including Perth children’s author and 
visual artist Briony Stewart.

Wirrabirra PS

TEACHER Erin Svean is the WA winner of the 
2009 Microsoft Innovative Teacher Award. She 
joined other State winners and IT presenters 
at a conference in Darwin during the holidays 
and will attend the Singapore conference next 
March for the chance to be a national winner. 

Erin views ICT learning as the most important 
way to prepare her students for their future 
educational and occupational experiences. Her 
students create Super Hero comics, design 
futuristic objects and make presentations about 
maritime explorers using a range of technology 
and software. 

Walpole PS, Albany SHS  
and Newton Moore ESC 

THREE WA schools join 35 schools from across 
Australia as national finalists in the 2009 Flame 
Awards. This year, the awards, run by the Music 
Council of Australia to recognise outstanding 
school music programs, focus on singing.

Walpole PS’s entry emphasised the significance 
of singing in the school’s music program. At 
Newton Moore ESC, where all students and 
staff take part, the focus is on participation 
with all contributions, no matter how small, 
applauded and nurtured. At Albany SHS, the 
music program offers wide variety including 
different types of singing to meet the different 
needs of students.

The Flame Awards are open to both public 
and private schools. The national winner will 
receive $4500 and host a world class concert 
by leading musicians to be broadcast live 
around Australia on ABC Classic FM. State and 
territory winners receive $1500.

Nedlands PS, Esperance SHS, Perth 
Modern School

SEVEN schools featured as State finalists or 
received tournament honours in the 2009 
Tournament of Minds. Competing in the 
national finals in Brisbane will be State final 
winning teams from Nedlands PS (maths 
engineering primary), Esperance SHS (applied 
technology secondary) and Perth Modern 
School (language literacy secondary).

State finalist positions also went to Esperance 
PS, Kunurra DHS (two teams), and a second
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Hamilton SHS

HAMILTON SHS student Katherine Valle has 
been selected as the 2009 Western Australian 
St John Ambulance Cadet of the Year. Katherine 
will attend the national cadet camp as the WA 
ambassador.

 
 

 
 

 

The Year 12 student council president has 
been part of the school’s cadet unit since 2004 
and is one of 244 St John Ambulance cadets 
in WA. It was her second nomination as a 
representative of the Fremantle Volunteer First 
Aid division.  

Mindarie SC

THE Student Services Team at Mindarie SC has 
won the public sector category of the LIFE 
Awards, recognising outstanding contributions 
to suicide prevention in Australia. There were 
103 nominations. Principal Janice Sander said 
the team, which comprises the manager, 
year leaders, dean of studies, chaplain and 
psychologist sees transition and positive 
familiarity as being keys to the academic, 
social, physical and mental health of students.

The heart of the program is the mentor system. 
Mentors are allocated about 15 students for 
the two years. The selection is often organised 
around perceived student needs. Mentor 
time is for two hours a week and includes 
set programs about study skills, preferred 
learning styles, TAFE and university application 
processes and a mental health course under 
the auspices of a counsellor. 

Australind SHS

FOUR students will compete against 30 schools 
nationwide in the Future Problem Solving 
national finals on the Gold Coast this month. 
Competitors are presented with futuristic 
scenarios based on global issues that require 
high level thinking and critical reasoning skills.

Year 10 students Rachel Downard, Jamie Tamm, 
Julia Louden and Casey Poynton, involved in 
the program for the past three years under the 
guidance of philosophy teacher Jean Astbury, 


